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WEEKLY STUDY

Summer in the Psalms - Week 7

As you read and pray through Psalm 84 this week, imagine that you are traveling to worship. Let your
heart sing the words of longing for God’s presence.

Please note our prayer focus for the week in the box below. Join us in seeing what God will do as we unite
in prayer.

Peace of Christ,
Pastor Mark Youngman

If you are studying with your Providence Small Group or Discipleship Group, you can share from your own
daily reflections and consider the Group Discussion questions below. If you would like to get connected

visit prov.church/smallgroups.

Prayer Focus:

e Pray for those who feel stuck in an unfulfilling job or role.

DAILY STUDY

MONDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

Psalm 84

For the director of music. According to gittith. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm.

"How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lorp Almighty!


https://prov.church/ministries/adults/

2My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts of the Lorp;

my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.

3 Even the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—

a place near your altar,

Lorp Almighty, my King and my God.

“Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.

° Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
¢ As they pass through the Valley of Baka,
they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools.
"They go from strength to strength,
till each appears before God in Zion.

8 Hear my prayer, Lorp God Almighty;
listen to me, God of Jacob.

? Look on our shield, O God;
look with favor on your anointed one.

' Better is one day in your courts
than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
"For the Lorp God is a sun and shield:;
the Lorp bestows favor and honor;
no good thing does he withhold
from those whose walk is blameless.

2| orp Almighty,
blessed is the one who trusts in you.

e Verses 1-4 reveal the heart of the Psalmist. His soul is longing for the Lord in such a deep way that
he feels it. He’s even jealous of the birds who can build their nests right near the altar. Have you
ever felt the presence of God so strongly in a place that you didn’t want to leave?




e Prayer Prompt: Come near to God and he will come near to you. (James 4.8)

® (od, I long to feel your presence today. | admit that some days | am more aware than others that you
are always with me. Increase my longing for you. Amen.

TUESDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

e Inverses 5-7 we read more about the pilgrimage to the temple. It describes how those on the
journey often pass through the Valley of Baka. It’s uncertain if this is an actual location or a
metaphor because Baka means “weeping”. In other words, we can pass through difficulties on the
way to experiencing God’s presence, and in the journey, the valley is turned into a place of life.
How do you picture the Valley of Baka? What is your place of weeping? Ask God to meet you there
and turn it into a place of springs.

e Prayer Prompt: You turned my wailing into dancing;
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
2that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent.
Lorp my God, | will praise you forever. (Psalm 30.11-12)

e (od, you have turned my deep sadness into joy, my grief into hope, and my broken heart into an
instrument of praise! Amen.

WEDNESDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

e Verses 8-9include a prayer for the king. This is a shift in the prayer. Previously, the Psalmist was
praying for himself, and now he is praying for the king. The role of an earthly king as it relates to
pilgrimage, was to keep the roads safe for travelers on their way to Jerusalem. Our King Jesus has
made a secure path to be reconciled to God. As you pray for leaders and rulers in the world today,
pray that they would come to know the Anointed One and to know the presence of God.

e Prayer Prompt: Look on our shield, O God;
look with favor on your anointed one. (Psalm 84.9)



e [ord God, you reign with strength and compassion. Thank you for making a way for me to return to
your presence. Amen.

THURSDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

e “Betteris one dayin your courts than a thousand elsewhere.” You may have sung this (and other
lines from Psalm 84) in worship. The presence of God is so much better than anything else. Years
and years of life without the presence of God wouldn’t be worth it. What practices help you stay
centered in the presence of God?

e Prayer Prompt: God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from any one of us. (Acts 17.27)

e O God, | want to make my home in your presence, let me never be far from you, and when | drift, send
a doorkeeper to usher me back to your presence. Amen.

FRIDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

e We said this together in worship this week, “| AM a doorkeeper in the house of my God.”We are all
doorkeepers, meaning all followers of Jesus are empowered to usher others into the presence of
God. I know it would be a little confusing, but wouldn’t it be amazing if we all walked around
church with nametags bearing the title of Doorkeeper? Or if the staff page on the website said,
under each name, “doorkeeper in the house of the Lord.”? How will you wear this title today?

e Prayer Prompt: | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked. (Psalm 84.10b)
e [oving and merciful God, use me in the life of someone who needs to experience the fullness of your
presence. Amen.



SATURDAY: PSALM 84 (NIV)

Jesus taught that “something greater than the temple is here”. What he meant was that the
temple was no longer the only place where God dwelled, but that God dwelt in him. And if we have
Christ in us, we don’t have to make the annual pilgrimage anymore (1 Corinthians 6.19). So
everywhere you go, you have the role of ushering someone into the presence of God! How might
that idea impact the way you interact with others?

Prayer Prompt: | tell you that something greater than the temple is here. (Matthew 12.6)
God, I am so glad that you sent Jesus to mobilize your presence. May the world become more aware of
you through Christ who lives in me! Amen.

GROUP DISCUSSION

As a group, commit to reading a Psalm each day throughout the next several months (until
October). You may have received a handout at Providence that will help you to keep track. When
you come together as a small group, share with one another the ways in which God is speaking to
you through each Psalm.

This week: Psalms 43-49

Does this Psalm reflect your words to God?

What is God saying to you through this Psalm?

Is there something you are invited to do in response to this Psalm?

What challenges you about this Psalm?
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