WEEKLY STUDY

Even When I Don’t See It - Week Three

This is it! Some of you have been studying Luke daily since November 2023! Well done! However, there’s
no graduation ceremony. We’'ll keep going. Luke recounted the best story the world has ever heard, but he
didn’t stop there. He was aware that the impact of Jesus’ presence on earth would have an impact far
beyond the 33 years of Jesus’ earthly life. This week we study the last words of the book of Luke and we
see the disciples in a place of worship after Jesus has gone to Heaven.

Please note our prayer focus for the week in the box below. Join us in seeing what God will do as we unite
in prayer.

Peace of Christ,
Pastor Mark Youngman

If you are studying with your Providence Small Group or Discipleship Group, you can share from your own
daily reflections and consider the Group Discussion questions below. If you would like to get connected

visit prov.church/smallgroups.

Prayer Focus:
e Please pray for mothers everywhere. Pray also for those who experience grief when thinking
about motherhood. May God bring comfort and joy as we give thanks for the gift of life.

DAILY STUDY
MONDAY: LUKE 24.50-53 (ESV)

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 5" While he blessed them, he
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. % And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, °and were continually in the temple blessing God.


https://prov.church/ministries/adults/

e Aswith any good story, when we come to the end we want more. That’s no less true when we come
to the end of Luke. But of course, there is more! Luke kept writing and put it all in another book
that we call The Acts of the Apostles. When we get to that next week, you'll notice how he bridges
the story of Jesus and the story of Jesus’ church. Have you ever felt like you were in an
in-between time that seemed to never end? Think of all the disciples had been through as they
watched the bottom of Jesus’ feet as he ascended into heaven. What were they thinking and
feeling?

e Prayer Prompt: those who hope in the Lorp

will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40.31)
® Jesus, thank you for spending time with your disciples after your resurrection, and allowing them to

see that you were ascending to your Father so that they, so that we could receive the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

TUESDAY: NUMBERS 6.24-26 (NIV)
““The Lord bless you

and keep you;

2 the Lord make his face shine on you

and be gracious to you;

% the Lord turn his face toward you

and give you peace.”

When Jesus had led his disciples “as far as Bethany” he gave them a blessing. This blessing could
very well have been this commonly used priestly blessing that God gave through Moses. You may
or may not be familiar with these words, but as you read them, consider what blessing you leave
with others. What lingering words of hope and good will do you leave with those you encounter?

Prayer Prompt: And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4.19)



e Jesus, put your words in my mouth today. Let others receive a blessing as they hear and see you in
me today. Amen.

WEDNESDAY: LUKE 1.1-4 (ESV)

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished
among us, %just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have
delivered them to us, ®it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, *that you may have certainty concerning the
things you have been taught.

e Inthe first words of the Gospel according to Luke, we learned of his intent. He was setting out to
give an orderly account. His account was well researched and documented through eyewitness
testimony. Luke was not interested in creating a fable that would outlast himself. His chief concern
was that the world, (beginning with his initial audience Theophilus) would come face to face with
the Son of God. Is there a sense in which your life is designed to do the same thing? Is your work,
are your relationships, your testimony doing anything to provide certainty about the life, work and
resurrection of Jesus Christ? Who helps you to come face to face with the Son of God?

e Prayer Prompt: The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1.29)

e Almighty God, thank you for all of those whom you have sent to point us to your Son. Would you add
me to the list of those whose lives offer an orderly account of all he has done? Amen.

THURSDAY: LUKE 1.8-10 (ESV)

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, °according to the custom of
the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. '® And the whole
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.

e Here at the beginning of Luke, we see the people waiting and praying for God’s salvation.
Zechariah, one in the priestly line (who initially received the blessing in Tuesday’s reading) was
charged with carrying these prayers to God. As we finish our study of Luke, we find that
worshippers were waiting for the Sign of God’s salvation to return. (And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, > and were continually in the temple blessing God. Luke 24.53)
They had seen him! They longed to see him again. We are still in this time of waiting through
worship. Come Lord Jesus! What does the act of worship do for your heart while you are waiting
on God’s big redemption story to overcome this world?




e Prayer Prompt: “Give praise to the Lorp, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
>Sing to the Lorp, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
¢Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” (Isaiah 12.4-6)
e (God, you have given me a heart for worship. Show me how my life might be one continuous act of
blessing you. Amen.

FRIDAY: LUKE 24.50-53 (ESV)

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 5" While he blessed them, he
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. %> And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, > and were continually in the temple blessing God.

e As humankind has developed in our awareness of the universe, we have been faced with the
qguestion, Where exactly is heaven? Is it “up there”? These questions have caused some to wrestle
with the ascension of Jesus to God the Father. His disciples literally watched him go up into the
sky. The point was not for Jesus to show them the physical location of Heaven, but to get them to
look up...which led them to worship. This was the first time in Luke that the disciples worshiped
Jesus. And his ascension served as a marker between his earthly presence and the time of
worship we find ourselves in today. So take a moment to look up. Imagine watching Jesus ascend
from earth. Now imagine his return. What do you feel as you anticipate his arrival?

e Prayer Prompt: Wait for the Lorb;
be strong and take heart
and wait for the Lorb. (Psalm 27.14)
e Jesus, we wait for you today. Come to us that we might know the way to the Father. Amen.

SATURDAY: LUKE 24.50-53 (ESV)
e Spend some time today reflecting on the week that has passed.

Where was God speaking to you?



What verses of scripture seemed especially meaningful to you?

Is there anything you’d like to say to God concerning what has been revealed to you through your
study of Luke?

e Prayer Prompt: Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name. (Psalm 100.4)
e (God, may the peace of Christ rule in my heart today. | am filled with gratitude for the things that you
have done for me and for the salvation of the whole world. Amen.

GROUP DISCUSSION

Below is the “letter” that Pastor Jacob wrote to Luke, the writer of the Gospel According to Luke. We’ve
been on quite a journey with him. Share your reflections with your group. What stands out to you about
the way Luke records the events of Jesus’ ministry? How is your life different from having studied his
writings?

Dear Luke,
Thank you.
This last 18 months has changed our lives.

Your careful storytelling, attention to details, names, dates, times, places, facts, your powerful witness to who
Jesus really was and is and your unique way of telling it has made all the difference. We have been studying
about Jesus for a long time, some of us. And now we know Him deeper. We feel more like his disciples because
of all you wrote. Some of us are very new to Jesus! And you helped us not only learn about Him, but see Him.

I get it, | know you would say, it was not your doing and we believe that strongly here. God did it. But, the Holy
Spirit inspired you to write and you did! God used your gifts, your life, to point us to the life of Jesus.

I can’t imagine how long it took you to write such a book. I’'m sure there were some nights the words seemed to
flow off your pen onto the papyrus in a miraculous way like water into wine. I'm sure there were other times
you wondered if you would ever finish the project. It must have felt like that long Saturday before Easter.
Tracking down stories. Listening to eyewitness accounts, thank you for trying to get it right for us. Thank you
for persevering.

I love how you used Jerusalem to tell the story. We used a Map to try to see it for ourselves. You showed us that
the way Jesus was relentless in getting to Jerusalem showed us his intense desire to never give up on getting



to us. Jerusalem was about us. About our lives. About our families. About forever for us. You nailed it on that
one brother.

I guess my favorite thing about how you wrote your version of Jesus life, my favorite thing is how you so clearly
showed that Jesus came for those who feel like they were on the outside. So many of us feel that way. The Lost,
you called them. That Jesus loves lost things. | knew that, but the way you hammered it home beginning with
old Zechariah and Elizabeth and then the shepherds and the lepers, and of course that lost sheep, that lost
coin, and lost son. We all saw ourselves in those lost things. And we celebrated with heaven that he brought us
home. We prayed for our lost sons and daughters and Luke you probably will believe this but we saw hundreds
of them come home while we read your book. Just like you told us of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, we saw
young and old come to our little Jordan River in our water trough on the stage and our lives were changed just
like those first disciples. | mean as dramatically and powerfully as it happened to them, it's happening with us.
We read your stories of the healings and we prayed for our loved ones to be healed too. | know you get it, but |
just had to tell you.

We love God’s Word here at our church. And God used you to get his Word to us. But there is something we love
more than God’s Word. We love God’s Son, Jesus. And you showed him to us, in all his brilliance, in all his grace,
in all his power.

If you will allow me to make a promise to you it is this, we promise to do the same with our lives as you did with
yours, Luke. To use our gifts to point to Jesus. To use our lives to share about his life. To be a part of Jesus'
mission to seek and save the lost. Wow.

We prayed, “increase our faith”, and Oh did God answer that prayer.

And so as we face our very real lives here, with iliness, and grief, and stress and busy-ness (all the same things
the people in your pages did), we are different now, not because of you Luke, and you know that, but because
of Jesus.

And so like the start of your story and the end, we will praise Him continually at our temple. We will do it until
he comes to get us or we go home to him. Look forward to meeting you, Dr. Luke.

Your Sisters and Brothers in Christ at Providence Church
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